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To His Eminence, the Most Reverend Joseph
Metropolitan of the Diocese of the USA, Canada, and Australia

Reverend Fathers,
Delegates and Attendees of the 30" Annual Diocesan Convention

And to al of our Brothers and Sistersin Christ:
Blagoslovi, Vladikal
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever!

This past year has been full of milestones in the life of this fledgling community. Thanks to the
efforts of the few faithful in Hudson, to the loving care of our brothers and sisters in Christ in
Fairlawn, and mostly to His Eminence and the Diocesan Mixed Council, the mission in Hudson,
Ohio has ‘graduated’ from its ‘temporary’ and non-liturgical existence to the current status, as
outlined below.

The mission began serving the Hudson community on 18May03, the Sunday of the Myrrh-
bearing Women, by celebrating a Typica. The community continued to hold services every
second Sunday thereafter, with minor exceptions (such as the Diocesan Convention in 2004).
Even though the community showed growth during this time frame, the practice of holding non-
liturgical services on a semi-weekly basis was not conducive to either growth or regularity of
attendance. It was less conducive than might be expected by virtue of our first “temporary
home” — the local Community Center, in which we shared space with a local charismatic
Christian group, who routinely practiced their drum and electric guitar service during our own
services. From this environment we moved temporarily to a room at the local Retirement
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Village (Laurel Lake). Soon thereafter, the City of Hudson again offered us space, not in the
Community Center, but in a Chapel inside the city cemetery. This has become our beloved home
(for now).

In attempting to meet the Lord’s commandment to care for those in need, the community in this
past year has adopted a needy family in Akron, providing them from time to time with food
baskets, and ultimately getting them into the more standardized provison of goods as
administered through the Christian Orthodox Council of Akron (COCA) and their “Helping
Hands’ program.

We have also been active in the activities of the local chapters of the IOCC, both in the Akron
and the Cleveland areas, attending their fund raisers and making donations to this great
organization in both areas.

In the past 6+ months, we have been blessed to have received our patron saint, Saint Herman of
Alaska, installed by His Eminence at the Chapel on Sunday, January 23, 2005 by serving the
Akathist to Saint Herman. The service was attended by a large contingent of the faithful from
Hudson, as well as by Father Dmitri Wright of St. Thomas/Fairlawn and Father Patrick Tishel of
Holy Resurrection/Alston. Prior to the installation service, the faithful completed “stage 1" of
the construction of our “portable iconostasis’.

e

His Emi nce, Father Dmitri Wright | eft, Father Patrick Tishel right
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His Eminence, shown with his Gift to the community, an Icon of Saint Herman

On the previous day, His Eminence aso blessed the community by ordaining to the Holy
Priesthood and assigning Father Basil Rusen as pastor of the community.

His Eminence and Father Patrick
at the ordination of Father Basil

Since this time, starting with Saturday, January 28", the community has held regular worship,
Saturday Vespers (each Saturday at 6PM), Sunday Divine Liturgy (at 9AM each week), and
week day services for other major Feasts.

We have had one baptism during this time frame — our beloved little Elizabeth Devine, daughter
of James and Lisa Devine of Hudson.
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Little Elizabeth
After Baptism
and During, held by Godmother Mary, with Daddy and Mommy standing by

Beyond this notable addition, our community has grown otherwise and is now a group of
approximately 20-25 “regular” attendees, with an additional 20-25 people who come and go
rather irregularly. Participation in confession during the Great Fast was high, and it has been a
very pleasant thing to be part of several Liturgies in which every person present approaches the
Chalice for the Eucharist!

The season of the Great Fast was begun with Forgiveness Sunday Vespers, and the Canon of
Saint Andrew was served during the first week. The “typical” Lenten week consisted of the
normal Saturday and Sunday schedule with the addition of Presanctified Liturgies on Wednesday
and Friday. Soul Saturday Liturgies were celebrated according to the calendar. As we
approached the end of the Fast, the Liturgy of Lazarus Saturday was celebrated, along with Palm
Sunday, the Bridegroom Matins through Holy Tuesday, Holy Unction on Holy Wednesday,
Presanctified Liturgies Monday through Wednesday morning, the Liturgy of Holy Thursday, the
Twelve Passion Gospels, Roya Hours, Vespers, and Matins of Holy Friday, St. Basil’s Liturgy
on Saturday, and concluding with Nocturnes, Matins, and Liturgy of Pascha. The Agape
Vespers were served on Pascha Sunday morning.
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The Twelve Passion Gospels

The Procession of Holy Friday Vespers

The Tomb, and the Chapel Interior
Holy Friday, 2005
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Our Home, the Chapel
Holy Friday, 2005

The building which we now occupy is listed on the National Register of Historical Places. It can
accommodate up to 45 people, which becomes somewhat crowded after the addition of an
Iconostasis which segregates about 20% of the floor space for the altar area.

Our growth to date has occurred by virtue of a number of factors. Early in our history, we began
to advertise in the local community newspaper, which is published twice per week. This process
surfaced a relatively large number of contacts, 8 or 10 of which have become members of our
community. During the time of Holy Week, this advertising campaign was expanded to include
eight (8) communities, those bordering Hudson, and many additional contacts were made as a
result of this effort.

We also have been featured on the local access cable channel which focuses on religious events
in the community. And, we have established a presence on the internet. We invite you all to
visit our web page at www.sainthermanchurch.org, and to come back frequently to view updates
and additional informational content there.

In addition, with the blessing of His Eminence we have been somewhat active in the process of
“showing support” for the efforts of alocal group who has severed relations with the Anglican
Church over the issue of the election of a gay bishop. From that relationship, we have
befriended their pastor (the Reverend ‘Doc’ Loomis), and have been blessed to have repeated
(regular) attendance at Saturday V espers by one of the families from their parish. God-willing, it
isastart toward showing and bringing Holy Orthodoxy to othersin our own community.

His Eminence is aware of many of our struggles and needs. But to all of the rest of our beloved
brother clergy, and our brothers and sisters in Christ, we humbly ask that you look upon this and
other missionary outreaches, of which there are now several within our Holy Diocese. We pray
that you will provide support to these efforts as you are able. Certainly we ask first and foremost
for your prayers. But there are other needs which you might be able to help such communities
meet. Our needs are very modest. Here in Hudson, we have been blessed to have received such
help from many who have provided us with all that is needed to hold the services of the Church
Calendar. We have Chalice and Diskos. We have censer and candlestands. We have icons,
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cross and gospel. We have service books and music. But there may be other communities who
are in the same state of beginning as we which have not been so blessed with gifts. Asyou find
yourselves here in Allston, seek out these communities and ask if there is any need for which you
might be ableto assist. The Lord will bless your efforts!

“Go therefore and teach all nations...,” the Lord commanded us before His Ascension. Within a
small community like Hudson, we have found people from Russian, from Greek, from Syrian,
from Serbian, and from many other traditional Orthodox backgrounds who have felt
disconnected from the Church by virtue of distance. The closest Orthodox Church to our current
location is a 30 minute drive. Some in the Hudson community have told us that they have driven
in excess of 60 minutes for services, driving as far as Canton to worship. While many would not
find such distances prohibitive, our experience in Hudson shows that there are many who allow
distance to become a barrier to their faith, and others who recognize that their “full” participation
in Orthodoxy is compromised by such distances, since their ability to attend ALL services and to
participate in parish activities and committees is also compromised. Four of those whom we
today count among our most faithful parishioners were two years ago attending the local
Catholic church — not because they did not consider themselves Orthodox, but two of these did
so because the family was aready half Catholic, and the ‘distance’ issue further exacerbated
family schedules and pressures. The second pair attended because age and health made travel to
an Orthodox parish prohibitive.

In Hudson we routinely find those in the streets who are not familiar with Orthodoxy, and who,
when presented with the richness and fullness of our Holy Faith, come to see that the faiths
which they are holding indeed have something “missing.” It is up to us, here and now, today, to
carry these truths, these rich Traditions, this Fullness, to those whom the Lord will call. This
happens in all parishes. But in those places where there is no Orthodox presence to bear this
witness and to bring this light, there is darkness!

Beyond the Orthodox connection to people living in our community, we have found a genuine
thirst for teaching about the Holy Fathers, for explanations of what Vespers means, for
understanding as to why Pascha is the “Feast of Feasts’.... And by the Grace of God, He has
permitted us to establish a platform from which all of these groups might be served. May He
strengthen us for this effort!

Respectfully in Christ,

The Faithful of Saint Herman of Alaska Mission,
Hudson, OH
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