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PATRIARCHAL GREETING

To the delegates of the 37  Annual Convention of the Bulgarian Eastern Orthodoxth

Diocese of the USA, Canada and Australia in Indianapolis, IN, July 13-15, 2012

Beloved in Christ spiritual children,

We are very glad that you continue to observe the obligation of gathering each year, and for the
umpteenth time, your worthy host is The Joy of All Who Sorrow Bulgarian Orthodox Church in
Indianapolis, led by their church board and parish priest – the Very Rev. Fr. Stephan Bauman. 

For 30 years, our beloved brother and your diocesan bishop, Metropolitan Joseph looks after the
beautiful tradition of receiving your Patriarchal greeting every diocesan council. With fatherly
love, we are sending you this greeting once again from Sofia, Bulgaria. 

With God’s help, and according to our abilities in this time of crises, we in Bulgaria watch that
we don’t boast in our wisdom, nor in our might, nor in our riches, but boast in this, that we
understand and know that God is the Lord, “who shows mercy, judgment and righteousness on
earth, for in this only is His will” (Jeremiah 9:23-24). 

In this sense, our message to you, as our spiritual children, is that you understand and know that
“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power” (Acts 10:38). Thus,
strong is his word in the human heart. This power is always manifested in the word and
supported by miracles and wonders, which don’t tempt us but amaze us. And to this day, for us
who believe in Him, His word is “the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1:24). 

We listen to the Lord Jesus and are amazed by His word. We see the power of His word in our
own lives. If truly absorbed by us, it does wonders, regenerating us to a new life. And by the
example of our own new life, we can put others on the path to revival. Do we not see, daily, in
our parishes that people are revived and overcome their weaknesses, which are caused by the
bondage of sin? Clearly, this is not the work of human but of divine power. 

The word of the Lord Jesus is ever stronger. Even today, it manifests with an indescribable
power, a power that penetrates the human heart and raises it up from weakness and helplessness
to make it strong in acts of love, in practicing righteousness and in confessing the truth. 

The word of the Lord Jesus revives human nature, cleanses people and clothes with power from
on high those who acquire it according to His promise. And how good that you are serving the
Lord in America, Canada and Australia and, to the end of the earth proclaim His Word, baptize
in the name of the Holy Trinity and make the faithful partakers of salvation through His sacrifice
(Acts 1:8). 

 The word that the Lord Jesus spoke to the holy apostles He spoke to us, too.  He urged all who
are thirsty to come unto Him and drink, so that they themselves might become rivers of living



2

water. You are also called, as humble co-workers of Jesus, to drink from His inexhaustible
source. And once you have drunk of this water, you receive power from on high, necessary for
revival of life. This makes the ministry of every one of us apostolic; that is, each one of us is
assigned an apostolate.

This is also our message to you, as delegates to the diocesan council: that you thirst for God’s
truth; thirst for life, which amounts to holiness; thirst for the fullness of human life, achieved
through the Holy Spirit; thirst for the joy of the fulfilled spiritual calling. Finally, if you are still
thirsty, stay by the Fountain that is the Lord Jesus and drink from His divine streams freely. 
As your spiritual father and Bulgarian Patriarch, I urge all of you, in the spirit of the holy Church,
to come to the Fountain. “And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come.
Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.” (Revelation 22:17).

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.” (Revelation 22:21)

+ Maxim
  _______________________
  Maxim, Patriarch of Bulgaria


